[RESIDENCY IN GENERAL SURGERY - PAST, PRESENT AND FUTURE: REVIEW OF THE CURRENT STATUS AND PRESENTATION OF THE ISRAELI GENERAL SURGERY RESIDENTS ASSOCIATION (ISRA)].
Over the last decade the General Surgery Residency Program in Israel has changed tremendously. Residency settings have changed significantly - Residents time and exposure to the surgical ward and especially the time spent in the operating theater have dropped dramatically. This situation has evolved, while concurrently, their range of responsibilities expanded. The Israeli General Surgery Residents Association (ISRA) was founded in 2017 by residents as part of the Israeli Surgical Association in order to maintain and improve surgical training and allow equal access to all residents. The elected member of the ISRA serves as a delegate on the Israeli Surgical Association Board of Directors. The current review outlines the history of general surgery residency, describes surgical residency programs from around the world with special attention to measures to improve training amid medical workforce changes. In addition, The Israeli General Surgery Residents Association (ISRA) and its work will be presented as an example for residents taking an active and influential part in establishing new horizons in surgical training.